From: Martin Baker <Martin.Baker@wildlifebcn.org>

Sent: 17 October 2022 16:34

To: Planning

Subject: 22/02066/FUL - Owlstone Court Re-development

Attachments: 2202066FUL-OwlstoneCroftBNGAssessmentJune2022-WTComments.xIsm

FAO Tom Gray,
Dear Tom,

The Wildlife Trust has been taking an interest in this case because it is adjacent to Paradise
LNR, a recognised nature conservation site of county importance (County Wildlife Site). | note
that in response to the ecology documents and survey reports submitted by the applicants, an
active local residents group has also commissioned their own reviews of the ecology
information. The City Council Biodiversity Officer has also commented on the case and there
has been responses by the applicant to these detailed comments. | do not propose to add
further detailed comments to those already submitted, though | note that it is clear from these
conflicting reports that there is doubt regarding the nature, magnitude and significance of the
potential ecological impacts, particularly on bat species, invertebrates, and on drainage impacts
on the adjacent Paradise LNR.

| would also add that my own review of the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment concludes
that the potential benefits are over-stated, as the final development will be a residential location
with very low prospect of delivering the types of better quality grassland habitats predicted.
Taking a more precautionary approach as to the likely quality of on-site habitats post
development would reduce the predicted BNG to nearer 10% rather than the 50%+ claimed. |
have attached my review of the Defra Biodiversity Metric to support this view.

This development is adjacent to a recognised LNR and County Wildlife Site (CWS) and as such
the precautionary principle should be applied when assessing potential impacts and determining
whether the planning application is acceptable. There appears to be a residual risk of adverse
impacts on Paradise LNR / CWS and some of the species that use it and the surrounding
landscape. | also do not believe that the balance of potential net gains as measured by the
Defra Biodiversity Metric is sufficient to over-ride the potential impacts on species and the
adjacent Paradise LNR. The Wildlife Trust therefore objects to the current application.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Baker MCIEEM, CEnv.
Conservation Manager

Mobile: 07734 478457

Martin Baker
Conservation Manager (Cambs)
Direct line: 01954 713508

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire



The Manor House, Broad Street, Great Cambourne, Cambridge, CB23 6DH
Office: 01954 713500

We work to make our three counties a place where nature can flourish and enrich the lives of the
people who live here. With your help we care for local wildlife and more than 100 nature reserves.

Volunteering your time or donating money to us will directly benefit local wildlife.

Tweet: @wildlifebcn Like: /wildlifebcn Visit: www.wildlifebcn.org

Registered Office: The Manor House, Broad Street, Great Cambourne, CB23 6DH.
Registered in England 2534145. Registered charity No. 1000412

This email is strictly confidential. It may be read, copied and used only by the intended recipient. Please
contact the sender immediately if you have received this email in error.

You can change how you hear from us at any time by updating your preferences at
www.wildlifebcn.org/yourdetails or by contacting us.

We process personal data in accordance with our privacy notice which can be found at
www.wildlifebcn.org/privacy.



http://www.wildlifebcn.org/
http://www.wildlifebcn.org/yourdetails
http://www.wildlifebcn.org/privacy

